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SUBJECT: EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON US AND USSR RELATIONS WITH EGYPT 

1. DCM AND ECON COUNSELOR MET WITH SOVIET MINISTER-COUNSELOR AKOPOV 
AND POL OFFICER KOLESNIKOV NOV 12 AT USSR EMBASSY TO 

EXCHANGE INFORMATION ON RESPECTIVE ECONOMIC 

ASSITANCE PROGRAMS TO EGYPT (SEPTEL). FOLLOWING 

ECONOMIC DISCUSSION, POLITICAL ASPECTS OF THE 

RELATIONS OF BOTH COUNTRIES WITH EGYPT WERE ALSO REVIEWED. 

2. AKOPOV INTRODUCED POLITICAL DISCUSSION BY GENERAL 
REFERENCE TO USSR'S ATTACHMENT TO DETENTE AS ONLY 
COURSE POSSIBLE TO IMPLEMENT POLICY OF PEACEFUL 
COEXISTENCE. DCM CONFIRMED US INTEREST TO PROMOTE 
DETENTE WITH SOVIET UNION, BUT NOTED THAT THIS 
STATE OF RELATIONS COULD ONLY EXIST IF BOTH 
COUNTRIES WERE WILLING TO COOPERATE IN ACTIVELY 
MAINTAINGIN THIS ATMOSPHERE. HE REFERRED 

TO PRESS REPORTS WHICH INDICATED THAT SOVIETS WERE 
UNWILLING TO COMPROMISE ON SALT, COMMENTING THAT 
THIS WAS AN ESSENTIAL AREA TO REACH AGREEMENT 
IF DETENTE IS TO CONTINUE AND EXPAND. 
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2. ANOTHER IMPORTANT AREA IS THESE TERMS IS, OF 
COURSE, MIDDLE EAST. DCM FOUND THAT RECENT SOVIET 
ACTION IN CALLING ON US CO-CHAIRMAN TO 

CONVENE GENEVA CONFERENCE WITH ATTENDANCE OF PLO 
ON EQUAL FOOTING WAS CASE IN POINT. IN TRUE SPIRIT 
OF DETENTE, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN APPROPRIATE TO 
RAISE THIS MATTER PRIVATELY IN ORDER TO TRY TO FIND 
A WAY TO PROMOTE PEACEFUL ME SETTLEMENT TO WHICH 
BOTH COUNTRIES ARE PUBLICLY COMMITTED, RATHER THAN 
SEEK TO GAIN PROPAGANDA ADVANTAGE. AKOPOV HAD NO 
RESPONSE TO THIS OR PREVIOUS COMMENT. 

3. AKOPOV TURNED TO QUESTION OF S O VIET -EGYPTIAN 
RELATIONS AND COMMENTED ON SOVIET DISPLEASURE 
OVER ATTACKS DIRECTED GAINST USSR BY PRESIDENT 
SADAT IN RECENT SPATE OF SPEECHES. DCM TOOK THIS 
OPPORTUNITY TO ASSURE HIM THAT US HAD IN NO WAY 
ENCOURAGED SADAT TO FOLLOW THIS LINE OF APPROACH. 
AKOPOV ASKED WHY THIS TURN OF EVENTS COULD TAKE 
PLACE, GIVEN FACT OF EXTENSIVE SOVIET ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE ABOUT WHICH WE HAD JUST SPOKEN, NOT TO 
MENTION MILITARY AID THAT HAD BEEN PROVIDED EGYPT? 
DCM SUGGESTED THAT, IN ADDITION TO EGYPTIAN COMPLAINTS 
ABOUT SOVIET RESUPPLY OF WEAPONS FOLLOWING OCTOBER 
1973 WAR, NEGATIVE SOVIET ATTITUDE TOWARD SECOND 
SINAI DISENGAGEMENT, IN WHICH SADAT HAD INVESTED SO 
MUCH POLITICAL CAPITAL HAD CONSIDERABLY UPSET 
EGYPTIANS. MOREOVER, EGYPTIANS BELIEVED THAT 
SOVIETS WERE SUPPORTING SYRIA IN ITS VIOLENT 
OPPOSITION TO SINAI II. 

4. AKOPOV INSISTED THAT SOVIETS HAD NOT PUBLICLY 
ATTACKED SINAI AGREEMENT, ALTHOUGH THEY DID NOT 
APPROVE OF IT, BELIEVING THAT ARRANGEMENTS WITH 
RESPECT TO ME SETTLEMENT SHOULD BE DEALTH WITH IN 
FORUM IN WHICH ALL THOSE CONCERNED WERE PRESENT. 
INTERESTINGLY, HE DID NOT DENY SOVIET ROLE IN SYRIAN 
ANTI-SINAI II ACTIVITIES. AKOPOV THEN ASKED WHAT COURSE 
COULD NOT BE FOLLOWED TO ACHIEVE PEACE SETTLEMENT. 
DCM RESPONDED THAT, WHILE US HAD LONG SINCE INDICATED 
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ITS WILLINGNESS TO PARTICIPATE IN GENEVA CONFERENCE 
TO CONSIDER SOLUTIONS TO OVERALL ME PROBLEMS AT 
APPROPRIATE TIME, IT FELT THAT AN ESSENTIAL PRELUDE 
TO THIS STEP WAS ONE WHICH SOUGHT TO PROMOTE A 
FURTHER DISENGAGEMENT BETWEEN ISRAEL AND SYRIA IN 
THE GOLAN HEIGHTS. 

5. AT DISCUSSION REACHED CONCLUSION, AKOPOV 
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INDICATED HE LOOKED FORWARD TO END OF HIS 13 YEARS 
OF SERVICE IN EGYPT AND EXPRESSED HIS DISCOURAGEMENT 
OVER THE RECENT COURSE OF EGYPTIAN-SOVIET RELATIONS. 

HE IMPLIED THAT WHILE THE SOVIETS HAD 
NO INTENTION OF ABANDONING THEIR ACTIVITIES IN 
EGYPT, THEY WOULD PROBABLY DRAW THEIR HORNS IN FOR 
A WHILE AND SEE HOW THE SITUATION DEVELOPED OVER 
THE LONGER RANGE. 

EILTS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 13 NOV 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GarlanWA 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975CAIR011532 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750395-1073 
From: CAIRO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 975/newtext/tl 9751 147/aaaabpwf. tel 

Line Count: 124 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GarlanWA 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <17 JUN 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <10 JUL 2003 by GarlanWA> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON US AND USSR RELATIONS WITH EGYPT 
TAGS: PFOR, EG, US, (AKOPOV) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



